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to ensure no opportunity or possibility of resis-

tance.”

Today, Abbott’s primary HIV medicine is ap-

proved for use in 154 countries worldwide, in 

every African country and, according to the World 

Health Organization, is the most widely regis-

tered HIV medication in the world.

Government support
Since 2002, the company is doing something 

new to offer HIV treatment to 2 million people. 

The Abbott Fund formed a unique public-private 

partnership with the Government of Tanzania, im-

plementing an initiative to strengthen the coun-

try’s health care system. The backbone of this 

program is the US$50- million investment into 

the modernization of 80 hospitals and health-

care centres places in rural areas. To date, this 

has had a far-reaching effect; more than 7,800 

health care workers have been trained to provide 

HIV care and HIV tests have been provided to test 

over 180,000 people.

In terms of Africa, Abbott has faced a 

number of challenges in terms of distribution. 

Certain products require precise temperature 

control and need to be taken with meals. “We 
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developed a process,” says Lyons, “and man-

aged to form a tablet that does not require re-

frigeration and can be taken regardless of meal-

times. It is a major relief in terms of distribution. 

All this is designed to help with accessibility and 

with compliance.”

Overall, Abbott’s philanthropic foundation, 

Abbott Fund, have invested more than US$100 

million in the fight against HIV/AIDS in Africa and 

the developing world. 

Preventing mother-to-child HIV 
transmission

The transmission of HIV from a woman to her 

child during pregnancy or delivery causes the 

majority of childhood HIV cases in the developing 

world. An unfortunate truth is that babies are be-

ing born infected with HIV every day.

HIV drugs are the best defence for preventing 

the transmission of HIV to babies in utero. Over 

the past five years, Abbott has donated more 

than 8 million rapid HIV tests free of charge in 69 

developing countries, including all of Africa. 

These rapid tests produce results within 

minutes. And to women who test positive, Abbott 

Labs will provide free therapy. The Abbott Fund 
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is working with the Catholic Medical Mission 

Board (CMMB) to provide prevention of mother 

to child HIV transmission services in 70 faith-

based health facilities in six provinces in Kenya. 

Through the partnership, care and treatment will 

be provided to pregnant women and exposed 

babies and infants.

Operation Smile
The Abbott Lab SA division is involved in an ad-

ditional philanthropic endeavour that is bringing 

happiness into the lives of SA children. They divi-

sion is involved with an organization called Op-

eration Smile, which provides cleft lip and palate 

surgery to children to whom it would otherwise 

not be available. “Operation Smile is a group who 

rely on physicians and companies to support 

them in doing palate-restoration type surgery,” 

explains Lyons, “in areas where palate repairs, 

for example, may not be considered a priority. 

We supply our aesthetic agents and have been a 

major supporter for years.”

How the world will continue to deal with the 

pandemics and disease in the future, and what 

form that battle will take is unknown. However it 

manifests, Abbott will be involved. TAB

www.abbott.com



AS SEEN IN THE MARCH 2010 ISSUE 
OF THE AFRICAN BUSINESS JOURNAL


